LAW OFFICES OF DONALD L. WILLIAMS

 Attorney/Mediator and Counselor at Law
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Chase Bank Building

2829 Montana Ave., Suite 204

El Paso, Texas 79903
(915) 564-5559 Office

(915) 562-1224 Facsimile

PRIVATE 

CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES

I,____________________________, the undersigned, hereafter called “CLIENT,” by execution of this Agreement has this day employed DONALD L. Williams, hereinafter called “ATTORNEY,” to represent CLIENT in the ______________________ matter described herein.

By execution of this agreement, CLIENT also appoints ATTORNEY, DONALD L. Williams, as his/her agent and lawful ATTORNEY-IN-FACT in connection with this matter.

ATTORNEY’S minimum estimated legal fee in this matter is $__________.  In the event the total value of ATTORNEY’S time exceeds this stated fee, CLIENT agrees to pay the total value, instead of the stated minimum fee.  The rates charged are $___________ per hour which includes any activity, telephone calls and email. 

In addition to legal fees, CLIENT also agrees to pay all reasonable expenses incurred by ATTORNEY in this matter, including but not limited to, extra copies, travel, filing fees, court costs, case preparation expenses, etc.

Responsibility to provide legal services will be accepted and work will begin when ATTORNEY receives $____________ as an advance deposit against the fee and $____________ against the expenses.

The DEPOSIT AND MINIMUN FEE ARE NON-REFUNDABLE.

ATTORNEY is authorized to employ other persons or firms deemed necessary for the proper handling of this matter, at CLIENT’S expense, but ATTORNEY shall not obligate CLIENT for any expense in excess of $____________ without CLIENT’S prior approval.

Should the ATTORNEY find it necessary to resort to litigation in order to collect the ATTORNEY’S fees and expenses owed pursuant to this Agreement, the CLIENT shall be liable for reasonable ATTORNEY’S fees, costs, and expenses thereby incurred. Venue for any action shall be in EL Paso, El Paso County, Texas.

ATTORNEY has the right to cease legal work and petition the court to withdraw from representation of CLIENT and keep all funds received for legal services and expenses if CLIENT does not make payments as requested by ATTORNEY or cooperate in the proper handling of this matter.

Any sums collected on behalf of the CLIENT, when received by ATTORNEY, shall be first credited against CLIENT’S obligation to ATTORNEY.

This AGREEMENT does not include legal services on appeal to the Eighth Court of Appeals or any other appellate court.  In the event an appeal is determined to be necessary after trial, a new agreement will be negotiated.

No promise or guarantee has been made as to the outcome of this matter.
 I acknowledge that the ATTORNEY may engage other ATTORNEYS to work on my case or the ATTORNEY may refer my case to another law firm and receive a referral fee from the other ATTORNEY after consultation with me.

TAX DISCLOSURE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

THE CLIENT IS ADVISED TO OBTAIN INDEPENDENT AND COMPETENT TAX ADVICE REGARDING THESE LEGAL MATTERS SINCE LEGAL TRANSACTIONS CAN GIVE RISE TO TAX CONSEQUENCES.

THE UNDERSIGNED LAW FIRM AND ATTORNEY HAVE NOT AGREED TO RENDER ANY TAX ADVICE AND ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ADVICE REGARDING TAX MATTERS OR PREPARATION OF TAX RETURNS, OR OTHER FILINGS, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, STATE AND FEDERAL INHERITANCE TAX AND INCOME TAX RETURNS. 

FURTHERMORE, THE CLIENT SHOULD OBTAIN PROFESSIONAL HELP REGARDING THE VALUATION AND LOCATION OF ALL ASSETS WHICH MAY BE THE SUBJECT OF A LEGAL MATTER INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO PENSIONS, EMPLOYMENT BENEFIT AND PROFIT SHARING RIGHTS THAT MAY BE CONTROLLED BY ANY OTHER PARTY TO THE LEGAL MATTER.

Notice to Client

The State Bar of Texas investigates and prosecutes professional misconduct committed by Texas attorneys. Although not every complaint against or dispute with a lawyer involves professional misconduct, the State Bar Office of General Counsel will provide you with information about how to file a complaint.  For more information please call 1-800-932-1900.  This is a toll free phone call.

You hereby agree that, if you should at any time become displeased or dissatisfied with any aspect whatsoever of my representation, or if you should at any time have any serious question concerning that representation, you will immediately notify me of that fact in writing by certified mail, return receipt requested.

CLIENT has read this Agreement and agrees to each of the terms and conditions stated in it.

SIGNED AND ACCEPTED this       day of             , 200_. 
LAW OFFICES OF DONALD L.WILLIAMS  

By:______________________________

CLIENT:____________________________
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